
MOSSYROCK SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING

November 18th, 2020
I     Call to Order   5:02
The council meeting was called to order at approximately 5:02 p.m. by Mayor Randall Sasser.
II   Roll Call – 5:02
Present were Mayor Randall Sasser, Treasurer Angeleetta Hartmann, Council Members: Jeff Bellino, Bea Minnear, Shannon Mcarron, Craig Byrum and Attorney Jim Buzzard. Absent: Teresa Quinlan.
III.
Setting of Agenda - 5:03
Mrs. Minnear motioned to set the agenda; Mrs. Mcarron seconded. Question called and passed.
IV
Comments by Mayor Sasser - 5:03
Mr. Sasser wanted to make some comments before they present the rest of the information and what this brought to light. Ever since the pandemic started and the virus came, it has been really difficult to get information as far as what pertains to our area, what pertains to Mossyrock and what pertains to Lewis County. We are only given information that the Health Department is willing to relinquish. With that information, it is tough to make decisions, as city side, what is best for your municipality and its citizens, what's best to go forward. The best that the Health Department would do is would give us by commissioner's district, 1, 2, and 3. With that information, it is such a broad scope, it doesn't define what happens in Mossyrock, doesn't define what happens in our 98564 zip code. There is a possibility that we may not have any COVID related cases in Mossyrock or our zip code. We do not know.
So, when the governor said he is going to shut down the state again, he got to thinking, how is this really fair to our businesses. How is this fair to the citizens of our town, our community and Lewis County? It's not. So, with that he started doing some research, had the ladies do some work for him, got ahold of Mr. Buzzard, the city attorney, and he said we need to do something to get the information. There have been times in the past where he has asked Commissioner Stamper to get information from the Health Department and all they will give him is by Commissioner district.
In the state of emergency that the governor has done, at that point the Health Department only answers to Olympia, it does not answer to the Commissioners. So, when Olympia tells them that this is as far as they can go with the information, that is all we can get. He has asked Mr. Buzzard to go ahead and get a public records request from the Health Department and he will explain a little bit about that tonight, and also too, the ordinance.

A couple of statistics that they don't mention is what happens when we shut down, what happens to our citizens and what happens to the individual, what happens. So, he gave a few statistics that we do not hear about, maybe others do, but he never has. Suicide rates, in 2019 there was three, in 2018 there were five. From March 1st to June 22nd, this year there has been ten. We don't hear about those facts; this is Lewis County only. We have had 13 COVID deaths in Lewis County so far this year. Mr. Sasser commented further about suicides and the statistics.

We only have half of a percent of COVID here in our district, District 3, Commissioner Stamper's district, 80 cases. So, with that number we are being held accountable to what the governor is saying. That is not fair to our citizens, that is not fair to our businesses, it is not fair to the individuals.
When we look at people's businesses and the monies that came out of the CARES Act, when he handed out checks to the businesses and the feed back he received was so much appreciated but unfortunately that $1,000 or $2,000, how is that going to carry you for the next four weeks, five weeks or six weeks? In some cases, the governor is talking about keeping it down longer. If the governor follows suit with the other states like he is doing with Oregon and California, the writing is on the wall.

The other thing that he wanted to say which is his own personal view, is that this is a control situation. They want to be able to control what we do and when we do it and how we do it. And take that decision process out of our own hands. More comments followed.

As long as the governor keeps the state of emergency going, like what he is doing, he can dictate to us what he wants us to do and how he wants us to run our businesses, and how we are going to run our cities.
So, with that being said, he felt that we as a city, as a mayor and as a council, we at least look at a possibility of helping our businesses to go forward and stay open under the Phase 3 situation, because there is no data that says we are not doing good here. There is nothing that says, no you all have to shut down because you are a hot spot, or you have so many cases there. We would not even be sitting here tonight if we had data that said, you know what, in Mossyrock 98564, we had 100 cases or 50 cases. We would not be sitting here tonight because that would say to me then that is a real issue. It is an issue we need to address and take care of. Then he made additional comments.

Mr. Sasser said we have to do something for our businesses, if we don't, he is not doing his job as mayor. It is his responsibility to look out for our constituents, look out for our businesses. And if he is not doing this then he is not doing his job and he should not be sitting here. 
So, with that, Mr. Buzzard put together an ordinance for us, and before he reads it for us, Mr. Sasser would like to open things up for some comments from the businesses and the citizens and what some of their thoughts are.

V   
Public Comments - 5:12
Roxie from Salkum expressed some of her thought and issues in running a business. She has a 100-year-old tavern and has many customers who routinely frequent her business. She was looking for help or direction in how she can keep her business open. The liquor board sent her a notice and they want her to purchase enclosed tents for outside as well as outdoor heaters which would cost her thousands of dollars when it would be better for her just to remain open and follow all the necessary procedures in cleaning and wearing masks. She has to be able to support her staff so they can make a living. All of this stuff going on does not make sense. She has made signs to stay in compliance. Who will pay her rent, her utilities, her staff? We should not be forced to do something that violates our civil liberties. She was not sure whether we could help her or not. She feels the more that people stand up and fight the better.
Russ Douglas, he said he is supportive of everything we are doing but the problem for him is that in his business and Gena's business is that they have state licenses. He has talked to other brokers and they have been told that there will be someone from the Department of Licensing and the Department of Real Estate, coming out and if your office is supposed to be closed and they walk in and they start a conversation and you engage with them, you are done, your toast because they will fine you and suspend your license. They will cripple the business. Unfortunately, things are controlled by King County.

Jeannette from the audience commented that she just lost her job because of this.

Chief Morningstar commented on the incident that happened at the Lemon Tree and people from the liquor board. He said there were some things wrongly communicated with her, she cancelled her liquor license as a result. They are not looking to arrest anyone. They are not looking to do anything COVID related, that is according to Sheriff Snaza and his department. They are not out there to harass businesses. They are not going to do anything to violate anyone's constitutional rights.
Various comments were made.

The mayor said that another thing is that there have been no comments made about the influenza either. They show no cases or even mention any cases. He went on to comment that if we should just look ahead 12 months from now, hopefully COVID is gone and the flu season is in full force. So now if people are starting to die because of the flu, the governor can say that we know how to handle this, and we are going to enact a state of emergency again. At that point he can start shutting down businesses again. So, this is another part of the equation that really scares him a lot. Comments continued. There are things that could be done to allow things to keep moving forward that are not being done.
Someone made the comment on what constitutes a pandemic and do people die of COVID or with COVID. Mr. Sasser said that is a very good question and he does not think anyone has the answers to it.
The question was asked if Mr. Sasser had the authority over the city like the governor has the authority over the state. Mr. Sasser said that unfortunately in a state of emergency, he does not have that kind of authority. It was asked if he could make it up and unfortunately no.
Another statistic was that only 45% of the beds in the state are being used for COVID but none here in Lewis County. Everyone is being sent up to Olympia.

Mr. Sasser made other comments on suicide statistics for the state and other deaths in the state not related to COVID.

Tammie for Country Shotz commented on the last time the county shut the businesses down, she was called three times by the county to see what she was doing and because she did not have the ability to do the orders ahead and did not have the ability to do orders online, they suggested she not open. So basically, this time she is not going to close because if she has to close this time she will have to close permanently. It is a catch 22. Last time she had to close for over a month. Mr. Sasser said that that is where they are lumping people together rather than looking at them as individuals.
More comments on businesses not being able to have outdoor seating or the ability to take orders online. The only business in town that we can tell is doing extremely well is Smiths. This may be because everyone is staying home and panic buying.

Mr. Sasser then read another sheet of information on what the governor said.

Kathy Keevil commented on the last shut down and what they had to do. They shut them down for a month and they happen to have applied for a nursery license and that part of their license allowed them to reopen as an essential business. They have had so many out of town people from the Seattle and Vancouver area come in to do business with them because they are trying to get out of the city.

Craig from the hardware store commented that restaurants can not operate at 50% or even 25%, it just does not work. Even at a 100%, even in Mossyrock it is hard, especially in the off season. He is doing what he can to patronize the businesses, but it is not easy.

Someone asked if a business wants to stay open at 75% capacity, what recourse does he have and what would happen to him if he decided to do that. Mr. Buzzard said that what ever the city council decides to do tonight and pass the ordinance, it still is not protection for any of the businesses and the citizens. It is not a shield; it is a stance. Everyone in here that has a business has to deal with the state in one way or the other. It is the state that will come down on you. He asked who from the state and Mr. Buzzard said it all depends on what departments of the state that business deals with. It would be L&I, the liquor board, health and welfare, it all depends on the business.

The mayor made one more comment before moving on to the council getting involved. He knew this was going to draw some attention and that was his intention. We are the only city to his knowledge that is doing this if it goes through. If it draws attention to what is taking place, someone has to start the movement. If it is Mossyrock, then so be it. He said if we pass this ordinance and if you own a business and the liquor people come and shut you down, just comply with what they are asking. If you try to fight them, that is when the issue comes in.
Each individual business will have to make their own decision. It is important that we make a stand somehow through an action. If you have a complaint about something and do nothing about it you have no reason to complain about it.

Mrs. Mcarron commented that we are going to be drawing attention and each person there who has a business, she wanted to know how many wanted the council to take action to sign this ordinance. Mr. Buzzard said he would like to read some statutes and then the ordinance and them let everyone decide. Mrs. Mcarron said she is for the ordinance but it will draw attention and we are going to be a front so it may bring others to us. Tammie commented that wasn't that what the school did, they were the first to open and at first it was a problem but now everyone is trying to copy what they did. We blazed the trail there so why not here.

Mr. Bellino then commented that this will draw attention and so everyone needs to be aware. You may lose your liquor license and L&I may show up, there is nothing we can do as the city to help that. If it was him, he would keep going but he would keep his mouth shut.

VI
New Business - 5:43
A.
Ordinance 488
Not Recognizing Proclamation 20-25.8 and Seeking COVID 





Information

Mr. Buzzard read some state statutes before reading ordinance 488.

Mrs. Minnear asked that if they pass this ordinance it is with the changes that Mr. Buzzard had commented on in reading the ordinance. The answer was yes per Mr. Buzzards request. And he said that this is the stance of the city, this is what the city believes. This is what the city believes is right. He just wants to make it clear that everyone is on their own, the city is not the one enforcing the laws or issues. It is Olympia.
Mrs. Mcarron then said, she is a member of the city council, she is concerned about the whole thing because this will put a bull's eye on everyone. She is here for the citizens; she will vote the way they instruct her to vote and for the betterment of the city. She believes in making a stance, if somebody does not do it, who will. She will make her decision based on how many say yes to them moving forward. She asked how many of the people present want them to pass the ordinance. The majority of those present raised their hands in favor of the council passing the ordinance. 

Mr. Sasser asked if there was any more discussion. There was none.
Mrs. Minnear asked Chief Morningstar about the mandate regarding others not being able to gather for Thanksgiving. She asked if any other law enforcement agency other than Morton that would be stopping people coming in from out of state and asking them where they were going and what they were going to do. Chief Morningstar said no, no one will be stopping anyone. They can not go to your house and ask what you are doing, it is against your 4th amendment right.

Mr. Sasser said if there are any calls regarding this once it gets out, he will be getting the first call then Mr. Buzzard will be getting the second call.

Mr. Sasser asked if there was any more discussion with the council.

Mrs. Mcarron motioned to accept the Ordinance 488 with the suggested amendments by Mr. Buzzard. Mr. Bryum seconded the Ordinance 488. Question call and all council members agreed by signifying aye. Mr. Buzzard suggested that a roll call vote also be taken with each council member saying their name and answering yay. Mr. Sasser then took a roll call vote.

Craig Byrum signified yay.


Shannon Mcarron signified yay.


Jeff Bellino signified yay.


Bea Minnear signified yay.

Mr. Buzzard said this is a majority plus one and is passed. Mr. Buzzard said it is effective immediately.
Mr. Sasser wanted to thank the citizens for coming out and being a part of this discussion.
VII
Adjournment - 6:00
Mrs. Minnear motioned to adjourn; Mrs. Mcarron seconded. Question called and passed.

Respectfully submitted,

Angeleetta Hartmann
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